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Congratulations to the Advocates 
 
Every spring, a cadre of SGIM members – ranging from the President to some of 
the Society’s newest members – makes the trek to Washington DC “to petition 
the government for a redress of grievances.” We don’t really talk that way in 
Washington anymore, but in 1789 when the First Amendment was written, that 
was common speech. 

This year, the group of academic general internists began with a late-afternoon 
training session for new attendees, although a few long-time SGIM advocates 
attended as well.  They were treated to a description of what they were in for 
from Dr. Cara Litvin, the Chair of the Outreach Subcommittee of the Health Policy 
Committee. 



This was followed by a networking period and then the keynote speaker for the 
event, Dr. Laura Sessums (an SGIM member and the Director of Primary Care 
Research at Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation at CMS, discussed the 
important work being done by that agency. 

The following day, the entire delegation descended on Capitol Hill for a series of 
meetings with members of Congress and their staffs.  By late afternoon, the 
meetings were complete and the participants began their trips back to the far 
reach of the United States. 

 

Here are the Stats 

So, because SGIM members tend to be evidence and data driven, let’s lay out 
some of the statistics that will give you a feel for the scope of the effort made by 
your fellow SGIMers: 

 

• 63 persons participated in the day; 

• They held 68 meetings on Capitol Hill; 

• They were from 18 different states; 

• The farthest away were from California and Washington; 

• The nearest were from DC, Maryland and Virginia; and, 

• The largest delegation was from Massachusetts (17). 

 

The Major Issues Addressed 

Details of the issues being addressed by the advocates have been available for 
some time on the SGIM website.  In quick summary form, however, among those 
issues discussed were: 

 



• Advocating for NIH funding at not less than $34.5 billion, including $500 
million for the CTSAs; 

• The need for increased funding for Title VII programs, including primary 
care training, Health Careers Opportunity Program and Centers of 
Excellence; 

• The need to fully restore the reductions that have been made in the Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality; 

• The need to reform GME to target better at the nation’s health care needs 
– with damaging the program with mindless budget cuts; and, 

• The importance of CMS researching the true effort involved in Evaluation 
and Management services to reach an honest assessment of what that 
work is worth. 
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